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Organic Chemistry in the History

The demise of vitalism

In ancient ages, mixtures of organic

compounds were abstracted from 1828, preparation of urea from
natural products. Chinese traditional inorganic compounds indicates
drug, dye, and perfume are of this kind. the demise of “vitalism”.

e — ﬁ
By the 18th century, some pure organic In 1806, famous chemist, Berzelius J.
GO o0 e o, first used the worq“organic chemistry”],
Turtric acid was obtained from grape and states, organic compounds could not

juice, citric acid was abstracted from be produced without[“vital force |(4E#p
j]) ”

lemon juice, and urea was purified
from urine.
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Important events on organic chem

1828 Synthesis of urea, indicating demise of vitalism
Milestone of organic chemistry By Wohler

1865 Bringing forward that carbon is quadrivalent
Milestone of structural theory By A. Kekule

1874 Saturated carbon atoms share tetrahedral topology

1917 Lewis acid and Lewis base theory
Milestone of structural theory By Lewis

1931 Huckel rules
The Frontier-orbital theory
The principle of conservation of orbital symmetery
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